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| Cheſter, October 3. 776g. 


UR SUANT to a Dire&ions of the General Com- 
miſſioners for draining the north level of the fens, I 
have examined the river Nene, from Peterhorou gh. 
through Wiſhech, to its outfall at Sea ; Which has 


of late years much decayed, and if ſome timely ſteps are nat 
T 


taken, the navigation and drainage. will be totally loſt. 


141 11 

1 ſhall not enter into a minute detail of its gradual decay, as 
that has been amply diſplayed already; let it ſuffice, that an- 
ciently the outfall was good, veſſels of burthen came up to the 


town of Wiſbech, nen the drainage was aan 


| he 2 1 — 5 of the rivers Ouſe and Welland, which antiently 


Bs pre + 68/1 through Wilbech, being diverted another Way, 


muſt have greatly contributed to this misfortune ; for it cannot 
be imagined that part e of the N ene alone could keep open ſo large 
a channel, when deprived of more than Half its waters; it follows, 
then, that when the channel came Bexond the river's end, and 
ran through! a tract of Jools, wide, ſhifting ſands, for want of 
being confin ied to a due breadth, it f expanded itſelf too much, 
and thereby ſo weakened the reflowing current, as to render .it 
unable to carry to ſea the ſilt brought up by the tides, which, 
ſubſiding, choaked up the channel ſo, tHat, at this time, it is 
not above fix inches deep in ſome places. The outfall thus de- 
cayin g, the riyer upwards muſt con ſequently ſilt up in propor- 
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tion as the ſands roſe below; and to ſuch a height are they now 


riſen, that the neip tides do not flow within five miles of Wiſ- 
bech, and ſuch i is the ſtate of drainage, that there was ſix feet, 
ten inches of water on the ſea apron off Gunthorp- ſluice on the 
216th day of n laſt, which is above four feet too high 
* re e . 
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Hive feet N man the land, and, as Tam informed, a N 5 


tide, which flows four hours and a half, and riſes fixteen feet at 


che Eye, flows but an hour and a half and riſes but four feet at 
Wiſbech 
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Wiſbech; 90 that the tide flows three hours longer, and riſes 
twelve feet higher at the Eye than at Wiſbech ; for theſe reaſons 
the laſt quarters flood only reaches up to the town, and ſo high 
are the banks riſen beyond the rivers end, and ſo weak is the 
reflowing current rendered, that the tide was an hour in ebbing 
a foot at Wiſbech, and the ſurface of the waters both flood and 
ebb appeared nearly ſtagnant- Such js the preſent condition of 
the river N ene from Wiſbech to its outfall at ſea. 2 Ws 
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I ſhall now 125 to lay e W ekung the 
ancient outfall, and conſequently reſtoring the navigation and 


drainage. By Mr. Elſtobb's map there are twelve miles from 


Wiſbech to the eye, in which diſtance there is a fall of twelve 
feet ſeven inches, but the preſent meandring courſe of the riv er 
1s fourteen miles through, the ſands. (ſee. the map) I would 

Propoſe to cut a new. channel through the - marſhes, from the 
rivers'end to the outfall in the Eye, and to turn the preſent river 
down the new channel, by a dam made over the old one, with a 


proper ſluicc adjwining to aſſiſt 2 in diſcharging the land floods, | 
if any ſhould deſcend before the new river could be ſcrowed. to a 


proper depth; and as water will move with 71 briſk current, having 
a fall of three inches and a half in a mi 


e, it follwys that three 
feet ſix inches will be a ſufficient fall from Wiſbech to: the eye; 


the remainder then of nine feet being added to four feet (the riſe 
of the tide) makes thirteen feet; ſo much then will the com- 


mon ſpring tides flow at Wiſbech, and, admitting the channel to 


be only three feet deep, at low water, there will then be ſixteen 
feet of water in ſpring and ten in neap tides, as far as the town 
of Wiſbech. In order to iluſtrate this matter, I have annexed 


a copy of Mr. Elſtobb's map of the river and bay reduced from 
his Jarger map taken in 1767. bus i 38 1 ol Perhaps 
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that diftatice, there (till remains a | fall of four feet four inches ; 


fides when they endeavoured 40. come to the Wafhway-houſe, as 


16 1 


Perhaps it may be expected, that I ſhould aſſign a reaſon, why 
the new river is continued beyond the Waſhway-houle, when it 
might, immediately, fall into the preſent channel there: whereas 
in going down to the Eye, it muſt be carried three miles further. 
through the marſhes, and near a mile and a half afterwards 
through the ands . To this 1 anſwer, that fenm the Waſher 
way-houle tg the Rye is almoſt five miles, with fave feet ten in- 
ches fall, and ain throe inches and a half per mile fall, in 


an aeuifition:of too great:confequence to navigation and drdin- . 
age to be neglected ; and it would undoubtedly be an unpardon- 


able faut not to bn N Tina that the . will ad- 
mit of. Ar + MI lo 
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ry to c that deb, kg Ham aut 


feteh a great circuit From the Exe, ouer to the Norfolk thove, 
before they can get to the Waſh way houſe, (ſee the map) and 
chat none hut mall veſfels can come there in neap tides: I was 
down at the Bye, whore four vellels were warung For tlie ſpring 


mg; but the wind being. contrary, ithey-were 
GVhiged to anther on the Norfolk coaft, (ſee the map at A) 
whereas had the river run in a confined channel, which would 
be two miles fllorter through the -marſhes; theſe vellels might 


ue Dy towed -up to Wiſbech in one title. 


. Nin . 


he addition of” uten ln 's PROT great object, for ex- 


e ce river ſo low down, eſpecially as thoſe wide looſe 
Mifting fands, mentioned by Mr. Elſtohb's map would thereby 
be wide, ml the "Ede water coming rr from ſea into the 
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new channel at the Eye, would be much clearer than that which 


has run over the 1 from thence to the Waſhway-houſe. 1 


e Hitly it appears, from the concurrent teſtimony of all 
e perſons bn 1 examined, that the channel is leaving the 
Way-houſe, and taking its courſe by the Norfolk ſhore ; 

155 fins B, ({ the nap) whereas the channel in the Eye, 
which has continued more than 1 50 years, {as appears by. ancient 
records) is {6 deep that large veſts the por at low Water and 


1d hore." 
bs a very bo ore. | ag {ants 
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J am ſenſible many are of opinion that the only way to pre- 
ſervs the navigation and drainage would be, by putting à navi- 
gable fluice a-crols the river, to diſcharg e che land 2 and to 
bait a new lluice above the Waſhwa Dodd for drainag The 
tide, they ſay, being ſtopped out, no fand could de 1 in, to 
choak up the river, this ; propolition i 18 jult, 1⁰ far as it relates to 


che courſe of the "ver. from. Pete erhororgh. to the. Nuice ; la 
What 1s to become of the channel towards the fea. 1 wal: 


ver for argument fake, ſuppoſe this ſcheme catried into path : 
jon. There! 15 no doubt but the drainage would then be com- 
pleat, as long as the channel continues to ran by the Wafhway- 

ouſe, but as the channel is apparenitly, leaving That courſe, and 
going over to the Norfolk ſhore, it follows, that fand banks will. 
ſoon riſe, and choak up that Outfall, as it formerly did old, and, 
now has 1 new, Ny e At, anal 1125 11 
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ting to ode opening again, (let us ſuppoſe for three hours gab } 
They would drop their ſediment; which could not be carried to 
ſea by the common run of water paſſing through the ſluice in 
ſummer time; let us ſuppoſe, therefore, that the land gates are 
| ſhut down for ſome days, and a ſcower let off at lou water: the 
conſequende will be, that the current will make a deep hale at 
the tail of the ſluice, and run with great velocity, till it comes to 
the low, looſe and wide. ſands, where it will overflow the whole ; 
and by Ex xpatding, looſe all its power, and drop all the ſilt, with 
which it was Loaded, and theſe ſcowers being often repeated, will 
e the' rde, Ape hex. intended to remove. 
tt och ag ng yragns eff 2252 07 ba 
1 humbly: add! too; that no inſtance can be rcoducaiof 
deepning a river, under tlie fame circumſtances with thoſe of 
the Nene; by an artificial ſcower. Th Pers of Dover and thoſe 
of Bridport in Dorſetſhire, are, kept -openby-artificial ſcowers. ; 
but there the eurrents being confined by the ſides of the Pikes, 
ito the ſea with Pre velocity, and wy with \ the 
1 in by I readily 
admit, that the preſent channel cannot be kept open. but the 
real obſtruction to its being ſo, lies below che rivers end, as I 
have before obferved: but if the river is ti 
| channel, through © the 2 n Wear © being removed, the 
effects muſt ceaſe, ch | 
MOI-NST 2007: 8 BE S1om, of gm 
| Tb before ſaid; that, by turning e Aver down a new 
chantiel, che furface of low water would be lowered nine feet 
at Wiech, (ng there be cing five feet four inches fall from Peter- 
borbugh t Witbech, *(fomewhat more than three inches in a 
e bal r he optend ters remains; fo that 
the 
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the ſurface of low water will be alſo lowered nine feet, at Peter- 
borough-bridge, and if ſo, then the whole of the Nene waters 
muſt reſume their ancient courſe, as the ſurface; of the river will 
be three feet below the ſole of Standground:ſluice, and the ſtreams 
that had their outfall at Guyhirn, may return to their former 
channel: Walderſea Fen may drain by the ene and ; 70 
Beril's Leam take its old courſe;:/,, i: (ob gf os bo fe 2 1 
Oil 1 915 A ehHEI Si has Soo 7 | 

Thus, theſe waters being carried togethe er down thenew chan- 
nel, will be joined by the ſeveral ſtreams in paſſing to ſea, and, 
Jure an army that receives reinforcements, on its march, will be 
thereby better enabled to face the enemy, and as the ſpring-tides 
will then flow up to Peterborough, they will, by their eight and 
power, added to that of the Nene water, ſcower and keep open 
the Outfall. But in executing this ſcheme, proper attention 
muſt be paid to keep the channel in due hounds; for ſhould it 
de ſuffered to expand too much, it will looſe. in; depth, what is 
| — in breadth, and the filt, like a ſubtil invader will be ever 
eeking a place wiye ut tet. Ine Qutrall being recovered up to 
EWiſbech ; it will be neceflary to widen the channel from Guyhirn 

to Peterborough, and with the earth, that comes out of the bot- 
| a proper. diſtance, on; the ſouth- ſide to 
confine the waters: in one channel. The river for a mile below 
peterborough is intirely ſtagnant, and about eighteen inches un- 
der ſoil, and there being no more than a foot fall from thence 
o Knarr Lake, which. is ten. miles diſtant, and the new Leam 
; but twenty feet wide,, and. Morton's Leam almoſt. ſilted up 
Wat t Guyhirn ; it follows, that when the land floods deſcend, they 
I uſt riſe conſiderably, For. want. of a proper outfal, and ſome - 


times make a breach ke and lay the adjacent dae 
8 r Water. | Wt B 
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To remedy this evil, a large ſpace a 4 6 
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1 6 waters; but of late years this reſervoir has mot 
f been large enough to contain chem. There ie ns doubt bij 
| due original ſource af this evil, lies below the rivers end; Jet! 
# —— Hebron, that the river being divided into two chan 
4 ' nels/ ial be weakhed, and thereby aecelerate the lofs of _ 
19  outfal; ac C183 Soil 5 „ian 18e N Aal (112d, 2-11 
i Fon 1 yd vob bisl 28 Hoi 141110 1 
| The greatAcodin'Debember 3768, roſe ſeven feet eight inches 
= _—_— Peterborough-bridge 3 and if che ſurface of low water 
þ being lowered nine feet}! as I have mentioned before, the river 
. > there will cher bo ten fest and u Half under foil, and being con. 
I fined in one charineh, bill act with mare+vigour, and convey its 
iff waters in leſs time to ſea. In the mean time it will be neceffary 
ö to take every opportunity of uſing the hedge-hogs, to deepen the 
4 bed of the river, from below Knarr Lake to Peterborough, in or- 
3 der to rellen the bitiks in winter, aun ik s and weeds, 
= in the Waſhway' were owed down, © "the "Water would: haye a 
it quicker fame fo W non Or One Ong 
4 ü | In treating this fubjea, 1 ticks Ws at it at the Stern that 
it the importance of che object demands, and 1 am the more con- 
11 fident, in what 1 have here aſſerted, as the river Dee, (which 1 have 
ot; under my i ) like che Nene, formerly expanded it ſelf, 
ll ; through A tract of wide ſhifting ſands; ant by which means the 
* navigation was ſo decayed, that'only ſmall veſſels could come up 
14 to the Quay} but, Sy cutting a'riew chaniicf/eight miles through 


the marſhes, a le Beugen fands, the Outfall has been 
recovered. ae of Why Br have Foie (pe 
WO Os 16, bas na 20 nt £24399, 5 22644. ene 
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n cannot thy expetted that 1 mould be ble from one e view, | 
o lay down the exaCt courſe of the intended river, or to ſet forth 
vith W the prima in the Oy 


If the Gb os a deſign are ſketched, though ever ſo lightly, 
meet with approbation, it is an eaſy matter to ſtrengthen 
hem. I am not certain whether Gunthorp ſluice can be admit - 
ed to remain in its preſent ſituation, as laid down by Mr. 
Iſtobb's map, I am rather induced to think it muſt be rebuilt; 
his, and ſome other matters of leſs conſequence, muſt be de · 
erred, till the expedieney of my propoſitions are « 
as that muſt in ſome meaſure depend upon the expence, I have 
entured to fubjoin an eſtimate, nen, 1 ee I have 
ken : ſufficient _ nevm cle erf Nn 
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WISBEACH 


A MAP of the 
RIVER NENKE and BAY 


FROM 
WISBEACH to the EYE. 


taken in 1 767. 


BY M* GOLBORMNE. 
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